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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cristian 
U.S. Patent No. 4,640,013. 

Claim 1, Cristian teaches a substantially cylindrical shell (as shown in 16) having a 
longitudinal axis (along 4) and a transverse reference plane (face of 4), and rotating 
about said longitudinal axis (along 4); a succession of seats (12) formed, parallel to said 
longitudinal axis (along 4), on the outside of said shell (16) and equally spaced about 
said longitudinal axis (along 4); wherein each said seat (12) receives a respective filter 
portion (1 1 ), and at least some of said filter portions (1 1 ) are offset laterally, along the 
relative said seats (12), with respect to said reference plane (face of 4); and centring 
means (1 7) which act on each laterally offset filter portion (1 1 ) to centre it, along the 
relative seat (12), with respect to said reference plane (face of 4); wherein the centring 
means (17) are fitted to said shell (16) to rotate with the shell (16) about said 
longitudinal axis (along 4), and comprise, for each said seat (12), a stop member (3) 
located on a respective side of said reference plane (face of 4) to define a centred 
position of the relative said filter portion (11), and push means (20) for moving the 
relative said filter portion (11) axially onto the relative said stop member (3); the centring 
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drum is characterized in that the stop members (3) define a first and a second 
succession (23,24) of stop members (3), which successions (23,24) are located on 
opposite sides of said reference plane (face of 4) and are intercalated so as if one seat 
(12) is engaged by a stop member (3) of a succession (23,24), the two adjacent seats 
(12) are engaged by two stop members (3) of the other succession (23,24); and 
adjusting means (21) are provided to move said two successions (23,24) equally and 
oppositely along said longitudinal axis (along 4) Fig. 1. 

Claim 2, Cristian teaches said push means (29) are pneumatic means C5 L30-32. 
Claim 3, Cristian teaches said push means (29) are suction means (through 
25,26,27,28) which come out inside the relative said seat (12), on the same side of said 
reference plane (face 4) as the relative said stop member (3). 
Claim 4, Cristian teaches said stop member (3) comprises a finger (14) housed in 
axially sliding manner inside the relative said seat (12), and having an end surface 
facing said reference plane (face of 4) and defining a stop surface for the relative said 
filter portion (11). 

Claim 5, Cristian teaches said push means (29) are suction means which come out 
inside the relative said seat (12) at said end surface (Fig. 1). 

Claim 6, Cristian teaches said push means (29) comprise a suction hole (25,26,27,28) 
which comes out inside the relative said seat (12), beneath the relative said finger (14); 
and a groove (Fig. 1) formed along said finger (14), communicating with the relative said 
suction hole (25,26,27,28), and terminating at said end surface (end of 4). 
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Claim 7, Cristian teaches the stop members (3) in each said succession are integral 
with one another Fig. 1. 

Claim 8, Cristian teaches said first and said second succession (23,24) respectively 
comprise a first and a second annular body (120) which are coaxial with said 
longitudinal axis (along 4), are located axially outwards of said seats (12) and on 
opposite sides of said reference plane (face of 4), and connect the relative said fingers 
(14) to one another; said first and said second annular body (120) being movable axially 
with respect to said shell (16), and being fitted to said adjusting means (21). 
Claim 1 0, Cristian teaches said filter portions (11) define a double filter (1 1 ) for 
cigarettes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim(s) *** is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over *** U.S. 
Patent No. *** in view of *** U.S. Patent No. ***. 

Claim 9, Cristian teaches said adjusting means (21) comprise at least one first screw- 
nut screw coupling (does not show), in turn comprising a screw (does not show) 
extending parallel to said longitudinal axis (along 4), and a nut screw (does not show) 
formed through said first annular body (120); at least one second screw-nut screw 
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coupling (does not show) operating in the opposite direction to said first screw-nut 
screw coupling (does not show), and in turn comprising a screw (does not show) 
extending parallel to said longitudinal axis (along 4), and a nut screw (does not show) 
formed through said second annular body (120); and a ring gear (7) coaxial with said 
shell (16) and mounted to rotate, with respect to said shell (16), about said longitudinal 
axis (along 4); each said screw (does not show) being fitted integrally with a relative 
pinion (19); each said pinion (19) meshing with said ring gear (7), and actuating means 
(C3 L20-21 ) being provided to impart to said ring gear (7) a given, adjustable rotation 
about said longitudinal axis (along 4). Cristian does not teach the actual use of screws 
and nuts, but it is know to one of ordinary skill that screws, nuts, and bolts are common 
in to assembly parts together. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ms. Kavel P. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2362. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gene Crawford/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3651 
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